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Words From The Corner Office 
Whew – it has certainly been busy around 

the theater. We closed our season with a successful 

run of “Harvey” directed by Jeff Purvis.  I know 

our audience is excited about our upcoming season 

and we look forward to increasing our member-

ships and season ticket holders. 
Our summer is packed with activities, too. 

Comedian Vincent Holiday and his improv group 

called “Angry Bacon” are using our theater for four 

performances. Check out the dates and times - $5 

per seat.  The YMCA has brought some of their 

summer camp kids to X*ACT for introductory 

acting and movement classes. With the help of 

Board Member Jim Winkle, I have done theater 

games and improvisation activities. A good time 

was had by all. A contribution was made by the 

YMCA to our operating fund. 

Of course, the big news is the near 

completion of our remodeling project with the 

wonderful mural by Keith Hasenbalg.  It has been a 

real joy to see the artist work and hear comments 

about the picture.  It is supposed to be complete for 

Friday, August 5th, First Friday in Xenia. Come by 

for the ribbon cutting at 6 PM.  The mural, new 

awnings and sign will certainly make it easier to 

locate our theater for those not familiar with the 

area.  Did you know that there used to be a  

theater called „Star Theater‟ here in Xenia? 

    We have also produced a Mystery Dinner 

Theater for the Greene County Parks 

Commission and their Bike group. Over 100 

folks enjoyed “Big Daddy Sugarbaker‟s Barbeque 

Birthday Party” and tried to solve the “who-

dun-it?” This will also provide a small amount 

of money for our summer utility bills. 

Now we are preparing for our Kids 

Summer Workshop beginning August 1st. We 

have 28 kids enrolled at printing time. It will be 

lots of fun and lots of work for our volunteers. 

Let us know if you want to help in some way.  

You can support the young people by coming out 

for the final performance on August 12th at 

Faith Community Methodist Church at 7:30 PM.  

The children will be staging and performing 

several Cinderella Variations, under the direction 

of Lisa Howard-Welch.   

Plans are being made for some work on 

the theater over the summer. We will be 

painting and building in preparation for 

“Streetcar Named Desire” and the other plays 

of our season.  We are stretching ourselves with 

some challenging shows. Please note the included 

membership form and join us as we produce our 

“way off Broadway” season.   

See you at a show or stop by the corner 

office and say hello!  

  

       Catherine Bengson,   Executive Director 

http://www.xeniaact.org/
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Beyond Xeniaéé.. 
X*ACT joins OCTA and DAYTONYS  

 
On July 10 th, the cast of òClose Tiesó under 

the direction of Catherine Bengson, 
performed a scene from that play as part of 

a regional competition.  As the newest 
member of Ohio Community Theatre 

Association, X*ACT  competed against 
three other theaters from the Western Ohio 
region.  Each group had forty minutes to 

set the stage and perform their scene. 
Three professional judges rated each group 

on acting, both individual and as an 
ensemble, as well as the ir use of c ostumes 

and props. The competition was tough, 
and although X*ACT wasnõt chosen to go 
on to the State level,  it was an excellent 

opportunity and a great learning 
experience.  

 

 
 

X*ACT is pleased to announce our 
membership in the DayTon ys Organization. 

The DayTonys recognizes outstanding 
achievement in theatre, both on and 

behind the  stage.  Theatres from all over 
the Dayton area participate. X*ACT has 
selected three plays to be judged and 

considered for the final award.  They are 
òStreetcar Named Desireó, òRun For Your 
Wifeó, and òMuch Ado About Nothingó.  

Awards will then be presented at an 
awards ceremony next August.  

 

RAFFLE 
 

In addition to the wonderful season we have in 

store for you beginning in September, we will also 

be having a raffle during the run of each show.  

Items to be raffled will most likely be a special 

item that had been used as a prop in that show.  

There may be a gift basket, pertaining to the 

theme of the show or the season of the year. If 

you have suggestions or items for to donate for 

the raffle, please let us know. 

 

-Ykl k]Ykgf· Y hgjljYal mk]\ af Ã)Yjn]qÄ oYk 

raffled.  This portrait, painted by artist Karen 

King, played a very important role in the play.  It 

featured the main character, Elwood P Dowd, 

played by actor Gary Robinson, alongside his 

imaginary friend, Harvey, and is the only visual 

]na\]f[] g^ )Yjn]qÂk ]pakl]f[]º 

The portrait sold for $55. 

 

5`] Z]Ymla^md imadl ^]Ylmj]\ af Ã0f (gd\]f 1gf\Ä 

in 2009 was handmade by Jean Brittingham, 

 who donated it to the theater.  It sold for $750. 

The extra money surely helps in covering the 

costs of show production. 

 

Raffled items are excellent fundraisers for X*ACT 

and the winner goes home with a wonderful piece 

of memorabilia from the show.  So be sure to 

look for this at each show next season. 

See you there! 

 

 

When you go to the theater,  
if you're really involved in the play,  

you don't think about it  
-  you're in it  
 William Kraft  

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/williamkra392469.html
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. Volunteering  
 

Magic and illusion, things filled 

with excitement and mystery, haven't you 

ever wanted to be a part of them? Here is 

your chance, become a volunteer!  

No skills, old skills, new skills, 

many skills, we can use you. We need help 

in all areas of the theater and the thrift 

store, and we can use you even if you only 

want to give us a few hours a year (but we 

would love you to give more). We need people 

to run lights, build sets, sew costumes, star 

on stage, take tickets, mail newsletters, 

sort items for the sto re, and so on.  

We can provide you with training if 

you want to learn a new skill or you can 

G957<¦HF¦56BHG¦5¦F>ãNN¦LBH¦<5I9o¦ BAªG¦69¦

5:E5ã8¦J9¦JBAªG¦@5>9¦LBH¦;9G¦BA¦FG5;9n¦

unless you want to be up there. Whatever 

your interests are we have something that  

can fit the bill. We can fit most schedules 

as well; we need people during the day, in 

the evenings, and on the weekend. You are a 

member, and hopefully will continue to be a 

member, but now we need you as a volunteer 

as well.  

Help us become the best com munity 

theater in the area. Please contact us and 

help us during our 2011 -2012 knockout 

season.  
 

 

TICKET PURCHASES AVAILABLE ON LINE! 
 

Go to www.xeniaact.org and click on the tab to 
purchase your tickets and make reservations for our 
shows. Visa, American Express, Discover and Master 

cards are all accepted.  Please verify the date and 
time of the performance and print out your 

confirmation for your records.  Though there is a 
small service fee, for some X*ACT friends this service 

makes the reservation process easier. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL  

FOR THE TECHNICAL 

DEPARTMENT  
 

The Xenia Area Community Theater 

has reached the point where we 

must have additional personnel in the 

technical department.  For the past 

five years I have been able to run 

both lights and sound for most of the 

plays we have performed.  However, 

the plays are be coming more 

complex and we need extra 

operational people for lights and 

sound.  

 

As a light and sound operator, you 

will be required to attend at least two 

rehearsals before and each rehearsal 

of tech week.  Tech week is normally 

Monday through Thursday before the 

performances on Friday, Saturday 

and the Sunday matinee.  Th e last 

three performances are the following 

weekend for a total of six 

performances.  

 

A script will be provided with all lights 

and sound cues marked.  

 

If you are interested  in working in the  

technical department  please 

contact me:  

Harry Woosley, Tech. Dir . 

937-768-9585 

hwoosley@xeniaact.org  

or drop by  the theater  10 am to 5 pm  

Tuesday -Friday.  
 

 

http://www.xeniaact.org/
mailto:hwoosley@xeniaact.org
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